U.S. TROOPS OCGUPY ISLES
200 MILES NEARER KISKA

MOVE GLIPS
HOURS FROM
FLIGHT TIME

Bombers Get Better
Protection From
Fighters

Washington, Oct. 3.—(A. P.)
—American army forces in the
Aleutian islands have advanced
at least 250 nautical miles nearer
Japanese bases in the north Pa-
cific, the navy announced Saturday,

and already have undertaken strong.
acrial operations against the enemy
from their new positions.

and supported by naval units and ac-
complished without enemy opposition.
It carried American forces a long
stride west of Dutch Harbor, here-
tofore regarded as the main United
States base for all operations against
the Japanese-held islands of Kiska,
Attu and Agattu.

GROUP OF ISLANDS
STRETCHES 240 MILES.

The new islands occupied—the navy
did ot identify them specifically—

stretching about 240 miles between
eguam pass on the east and Am-
chitka pass on the west. The west-
| ernmost island, a relatively small one,
is only about 125 miles from Kiska.
The effect of the advance, in the
first instance, will be to cut valuable

duction in times means the planes
can carry greater bomb loads and
operate with even better fighting
protection than they have had.

ether, beyond that advantage,

Japanese-held Aleutians, was a pos-
sibility on which the navy offered no
comment.
JAPS NOW ARE IN
TOUGHER SPOT.
was obvious, however, that cven

without invasion of Kiska and the
other enemy islands, the Japs are
now in a rather precarious position in
the Aleutians, with American planes
able to make heavier and more fre-
quent attacks on them, and with the
onset of bitter winter weather char-
acteristic of that region at hand.

The Japanese already have lost
heavily in ships in their efforts to
keep their Aleutian bases supplied
and protected against attack. Satur-
day’s navy communique which report-
ed the American advance also said

(Turn to Page 14—Col. 6.)

—

(Contlnlled me Pnge One.)
that on Sept. army’s _four-
engined Cumoudated Liberator bomb-
ers had attacked ships in the harbor
at Kiska and that an enemy trans-
port was set afire by two direct hits.
The

slon belng carried out without the
loss of an American plan

The successful attack on the trans-
port raised the number of ships
which the Japanese have had sunk
or damaged in the Aleutians to
thirty-eight, made up of thirteen ves-
sels sunk, three probably sunk and
twenty-one damaged.
ENEMY FREIGHTER
APPEARS TO BE DERELICT.

‘The communique also said that an

nemy cargo ship which had been
attacked northwest of Kiska on Sept.
28 was again bombed and strafed
by army aircraft on Sept. 29 and

There was no indication in the
communique as to when the advance
was carried out, but the assumption
here was that it probably was made
several days ago, at least. Navy com-
muniques in recent days have told
of heavy aerial attacks on Japanese
shore installations and ships at Kiska
and also on ships operating west of
that island.

Navy communique No. 138 said:
l\o: th Pacific:

‘1—United States army troops,
cavexcd and supported by units of
the United States navy, have recently
occupied positions in the Andreanof
group of the Aleutian islands. Occu-
pation was effected without enemy.
opposition. Army aircraft, including
B-24 (Consolidated) and B-17 (flying,
fortress) bombers and P-33 (Lock-
heed Lightning), P-39 (Bell Aira-
cobra), and P-40 (Curtiss) pursuit
planes are now operating from air-
fields in these islands.

“3—On Sept. 29, the enemy cargo
ship which was attacked northwest

U.S.ARMY TAKES OVER ISLANDS
250 MILES NEARER KISKA BASE

Strong Air Bastion Set Up in the Andreanofs En-
abling Bombers to Carry Heavier Loads and
Have Better Fighter Protection.

of Kiska on the 28th was again

Dombediendstraed by/ireny aircraft.

No opposition was encountered and
the ship appeared to have been
abandoned.
* “3—On Sept. 30, in the face 6f con-
siderable  antiaircraft opposition,
army Consolidated B-24's bombed
ships In the harbor at Kiska arid an
cnemy transport was set afire by two
direct hits. The camp area also was
bombed and several fires resulted.
All our planes returned.”

The eastern tip of the Andreanof |
island group is approximately 245
miles from Dutch Harbor. And it is
somewhere beyond that distance that
the American forces have estab-
lished their mew positions.

Gunners Kept Close Wate
dreanof group of the Aleutians, but the Japs either were unaware of the move or hampered by
weather, and they didn’t show up. A phase of the occupation of the islands, where strong bases
have been set up, is shown in this picture of a soldier manning a 50-caliber machine gun as fellow

Today’s Pictures Today

troops take over a beach. At the right are ammunition boxes.

for enemy planes as United States
troops moved on islands in the An-
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Strategic Steppingstones

§ of islands in the Aleutians (designated by a circle in this map).
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STATUTE MILES
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toward Japanese bases in the northern Pacific have been occupied by
United States forces with the landing of troops in the Andreanof group
The move, announced Saturday by the navy, reduces the bombing ||
distance to Japanese-held Kiska island by at least 250 miles. The westernmost of the Andreanofs is only 125 miles from Kiska.
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NEW ARMY BASE

SET UP BEFORE JAPS KNEW OF IT

Surprise Move Made During Lashing Storm; Soldiers
Rushed to Get Ready to Fight Off Enemy
Planes That Never Showed Up.

(By RUSSELL ANNABEL.)
An Aleutian Island, Sept. 9.—(Delayed.)—An army task force

has occupied this remote moun!
move which gives our air force
of Kiska.

There was no

from the J: who

IN ALEUTIANS |

tainous sea island in a surprise
a striking base within 240 miles

were unaware of a force so near
hem.
The landing was preceded by com-
bat scouts who reconnoitered the is-
Jand for possible enemy outposts.
Five days after the arrival of the
convoy, despite a storm which handi-
capped a landing operation, a military
outpost was established with roads,
communication facilities, and a usable
v field. The occupation was execut-
+ ed so smoothly that despite the storm
and mountainous surf, the command-
er's first field order on the island was
devoted to congratulating the troops
and officers on their skill and hardi-
hood.

OCCUPATION WAS
DRAMATIC EPISODE.

The occupation of the island during
the storm and under imminent danger
of attack was one of the most dra-
matic episodes of the Aleutian war.
The convoy, described by one of its
captains as a “Spanish armada,” be-
cause it contained almost every sort
of craft—stubby power barges, tugs,
troopships, freighters, a converted
yacht and even an ancient four-
masted sailing vessel—voyafed with-
out mishap thru submarinc-infested
waters and anchored at daybreak in
a bay.

Within_seconds after hooks were
dropped, landing barges were lowered
down the sides of big gray troopships.
Navy bombers roared overhead. War-
ships prowled the mist-shrouded har-
bor mouth as troops swarmed down
swn)!np Tope nets to wildly pitehing
Do

No one doubted this task would
have to be accomplished under
bombardment and probably no man
would not have bet his pay check
that Japanese bombers would be
over us by noon.

VOLUNTEER TO WORK
24-HOUR SHIFTS.

The need to get guns, ammunition
and supplies ashore
tack developed was so urgent that
officers and men volunteered to work
twenty-four-hour shifts until the job
was finished.

“Got to get that ack-ack set up,”
men were saying, “before the Japs
find us and start laying ezgs.”

When  the ﬂagsh)ps Toudspeaker
boomed the r, heavily loaded
Eratt slaninad i {heu comberd b
neath slate-gray, low-rolling cloud

A strip of beach, then a thin line
of gray sand dunes crested with grass
hummocks lay ahead. Beyond were
the green Aleutian mountain peaks,
their treeless slopes half hidden in
the storm.

Troops floundered ashore carrying
heavy field packs thru the icy suxl
Some soldiers were neck deep in
athr, (othsrat wero knicked Qown
and “rolled in."

WIND WHIRLS SPRAY
HIGH INTO AIR.

Now the rain was pouring down
and the wind was howling down the
beach in such force that it tore the
“tops” off the waves, sending spray
high into the air.

Unit leaders, who had rehearsed
the landing until they could have re-
cited backwards, deployed their men
over the dunes and vanished. Land-
ing boats sped back across the bay
for more men, guns, ammunition and
supplies.

Still the uppermost thought in our
minds was that the Japs must cer-
tainly discover our presence on this
lonely, craggy island and start blast-
ing

But the enemy didn't interfere—or
couldn’t.

Before an hour had passed, this
1island—previously sanctuary for
choice furbearing blue foxes—became
the busiest spot in an extremely busy
far north.

SOLDIERS SWARM OVER
ISLAND IN MACHINES.

Soldiers swarmed about In bull
dozers and tractor trains, and_hel-
meted lads hurtled along the kelp-
strewn beach in army jeeps, bobbing

and out of guillies and ravines.
Roads were built, command posts set
telephones strung and dumps

The ‘storm Increased In Intensity
and by midafternoon the wind had
plled several landing barges on the
each above the waterline.

Crews unloading the barges formed
“human chains,” passing boxes and
bales from hand to hand. Many stood
in bitterly cold water to thelr waists,
with no opportunity to dry their
clothes. No_ tents, stoves or field
kitchens had heen brought ashore
when darkness fell.

During that long “night we stood
avound sputtering fires built from
soggy driftwood, drinking coffee and
wondering when the Japs would
come. The more optimistic curled up
o slecp in holes dug from the sides
of du

Bven the fow Aleuts who live on
the island were appreciative of the
white man’s ability to “take it.”
ISLAND ‘HARDEST PLACE
ON A MAN'S FEET'

Said Messman Sam Green, Negro,
of Birmingham, Ala.

“The only trouble is, my feet hurt.
This island is the hardest place on a
man’s feet T ever visited.”

Shoes, T discovered, are not meant
to take the treatment this island of-
fers. Amazing quantities of sand and
Pebbles collected in our shoe

But the ly maj
injury occurred when a lad’s numbed
feet stumbled and he shot himself
accidentally in the shoulder.
Outstanding among the stories of
hardiness displayed by the troops 1s
that of the same captain from Los
Angeles when he operated on the
shoulder wound. Deciding a transtu-
sion was necessary and finding no
blood plasma handy, he struck out
i il Barkesa (o the nerGat plas.
ma cache several miles away.
Without a flashlight, he “stumbled

neck-deep Into & stream swarming
with the annual migration of spawn-
ing salmon, and at another place was
forced to climb a cliff to avoid the
incoming tide. After an all-night
journey he returned at dawn with
the plasma.

“T gave the transtusion under con-

ns that must have made Pasteur
turn over in his grave,” the captain
said.
The boy is recovering, however,
and grateful friends of the patient
presented the captain with a bag of
hard candy that was soaked in sea
water, and a gallon can of corned
be

of.
By all odds the most significant
result of this occupation will be the
new air base. It will enable land-
based fighter planes to reach enem:
positions in the western Aleutians,
observers said, and also will increase
the effectiveness of bombing attacks
upon enemy strongholds.
UNABLE TO FORETELL
WEATHER PREVIOUSLY.

ly, it was pointed out,
Atastican pjariesibased Hrarther it
could not accurately foretell
weather in the western islands, mak.
ing long flights extremely hazardous.
: |
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ombs had to be dropped thru thick
fog, and planes have skimmed the
water in an attempt to sight their
targets.
This hazard, it appears, now has |
been climinated and the threat to|
Japanese positions correspondingly |
greater,

Conatruction of the air fleld was a
sample of the tempo and efficiency
with which this occupation was com-
pleted. Two officers, after consider-
ing several plans—all of which would
have consumed valuable time—came
upon the idea of throwing up a dike
and holding back the seas.

This, they learned, would very
nearly give them a ready-made base.
The engineering staff viewed the
plans, approved them and within a
day Diesel trucks, shovels and bull-
dozers were at work.

ONE WHITE MAN AND
INDIANS ON ISLAND.

There is little chance our armed
forces will occupy a much wilder
area than this island. Besides one
white trapper and Aleut Indians, its
inngbltants consiat

oxes. The gove
me valuable furbearing animal here
fincs 2928 under ase from the Alai-
ka on. Birds, giant

Splact fetiba an flak e plentiful. |

Life is rigorous on this Alentian |

outpost. however,
have. gone abous, the,task 0L IAKIDE
this island & bastion against further
Japanese advances. In short order,
the island is becoming a military |
stronghold in every sense of the word. |
“Two hundred miles to the west is last |
Gall ot Tokye,

e boys are still looking for those
Jap ibuiber |
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