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IN"ODUCTI0N

This     paper     was     compiled     as      a     Project     Warrlor     Report,      not      as     a     documented
historical    paper.       Every   reasonable    attempt   was   made    to    verify   all    information.
The     infonTiacion     for     sections     one     through     five    was    gathered    from    a    variety    c|r-
reference    books    and    Alaskan    Atlases    that    are    available    in    any   public    library    .
The     information     in     sections     Six.     through     nine    comes     from    numerous     sources     to
include:          The     For
G arf i e 1 d
The    Top

otten     War
Top    Cover

by     Stan     Cohan        The     Thousand     Mile     War
by   John    Cloe,    Arctic   War    P1

by    Ken    Ruble`     and     a     semi
s , _I-by     Brian

er    by    lst    Lt.     Leonard    R.     Barnes
and    Sgt    Andrew    Thomas.        Additional     Information    cam6    from    Shemya    Base   Histories
[hat    are    filed    in    the    Alaskan    Air    Command    Histcirian's    or-fice.        Mijch    of    what    is
wri.tten     in    section     si.x    through    nine    was    also    verified    by    undocumented    conver-
sations    with    men    wlho    were    actually    on    Shemya    during    and    after    the   war.       A    list
of     these    men     is     included     beloi/.         Many    of     the    photos     in     this     paper    are    fron
their    personnal     collections.         Other     photos     were    provided    by    the    Shernya    Base
Historian    and    the    Alaskan    Air    Command    Historian.
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OEOORAPHY

62   43'   IN  and   174     0'   E   .I.   th.   g.ographla   coordlnat.a   of   th.
Illaind     of     Sh.ny..     Thl.     ill.nd   1.   loo.t.a  n.ar   th.  .lid     of     .n
•rchlp.logo   of   1.I.nd.   known  ..   th.  Al.utlan  Chain.     Th.  Aloutl.n
Ch.1n   1®   a   -trlng   of   llll.nd.   th.t   I.ung   I I.om   the   gouthwect     oorn®r
of   n.inland   A1..ka   to   wlthln   loo   mll..   of   th.   Kamchatka  P.riln8ul.
of     Rul.1.,     Th.     I..t   two   1.I.nd.   1n   thll   ehaln  .r.     1n     Ruaillan
tort.1tory.      Th.l.      I.®t     two   1.1.nd.   .I..   knoun   ®g   the     Komodor-I(1
I.I.nd..     Th.   I.rg.I  af   tli...     two  i.I.nd.,     a.ring   I.land,     11.I
only   loo   mll®I   w..t   of   Sh.my..   Th.   Ru..lan   .xplor.r,   Vlt®g   Eorlng
1-but-led   on     B®rlng   lfll.nd.

Th.     I..t   thri..   1.I.nd®   1n   th.   Am.rlc!.n   por.tlon   of   the     eh.1n
a"  At,tu,   A8.ttu  .nd  Sh.ny..   Th...  thr..  ill.nd.  aoliipri..  .  group
of     ill.ndl     known     .I   th.  IV.ar   I.1.nd..     On  .  Clear  a.y,      1t     11
po.altil.   .a   a..   th.  riorth.rn  .1d.  of   Ag.ttu  tram    Sh.ny..     A8attu
l1.a   about   28   mll.8   gouth   of   8h.lay..   Oao.glonally,    1t   1.   pogslbl.
to  I..  Mt.   I.rrlbl.  .nd  .h.  .ntlr .... t  I.a.  ot  Attu  from  Sh.nya.
Attu     11.I     a5     mll.a     w..t     ot     Sh.ny..     Anoth.I     t.rm    u..a     ln
conjunction     with   Sh.ny.11   th.   S.nlahl   Group.      Th.   S.mlc!hl   Group
ref."    to    Sh.lay.  prop.I  and  th.  thr..  .n.ll     IIl.I.    of    Al.1d.
Haun.I.Ii.ad  .nd  Ivlzkl.     Th.I.   thr..ill.tl   a.n  b.  ..ally  a..n   from
Sh.nya.     Th.y  ."  Ilmllar   ln  .pp..r.na.  .nd  oompolltlon  to   Sh.Iiiya
only     .mall.r.     Th.     IV..I     I.i.nd.  .otu.lly   11.     1n     th.     East.rn
H.mlaph.I..     How.v.r,   H   you  look   on  .ny  mp  you  "111   notlo.   th.t
th.   Intern.tlon.I  D.t.llIi.  b.ndl  .round  th.  th.  IV..r  I.I.nd..   For
a.a-Polltla.1     r...ona.     th.  IN..I   I.1.nd.  .I.  Con.1d.r.d   t,a  b.1n
th.  W.8t.rn  H.ml.ph.I.  .v.n     though     th.y     11.     i.nth.I  W.at   th.n
parts     of     Slb.rl..      An     Arm.a     Fora.I     a.dlo   pro8r.in  onc].   aoln.d
th.     t.rm     .E..I  of   Mldnlght,.   to  a..orlt.   th.  po-1tlon     of     th.I.
1illandg.     Th.r.  a"  ..v.I.1  oth.r  lnt.I..ting  w.yE   to   look  .t  th.
g.a-poaltlon   of   Sh.ny..   Although   Sh.ny.1.   .  part   of   Al.8ka,   1t'g
I.tltud.1.  olo..I   to  S..ttl.   th.n   lt   1.   to  Falrb.nkg.     Sh.iiiya   1.
allo  alo..I   to   .1th.r  Tokyo,     Vl.dlvo.tok  or  P.king   than   lt   1.   to
Wa.hlngton     D.a.        Anoth.I     lnt.I..tln8   not.   to   I..11z}.1g     th.t
Sh.ny.      11      tlv.      tim.      z;on"      .waLy      froni     N.w     York     City.      AFRN
tiro.da.8t.     .   llv.   I.dlo  .how  on  N.w  Y..r'I   Ev.  night.      Th.     allow
Elt®pt4   Jul]t   b.fop.1900   Sh.ny.   tim..      At    1000   local   you   can     ho&p
N.w    York."     ring     ln   th.  a.wy.ar.     At   2000   you  can     h..I     th.in
c!.I.brat.1n   Ohlaago.      At   2100   you   ci.n   h..I   th.   paLr.ty   ln     D.nv.n
At     2200    S..ttl.     a.I.br.t.I.     At  2300  th.     a.1.br.tlon    I..ohel
Anohora8..     Fin.lly,     on.     hour     I.t.r   th.  n.wy.ar     I..c!h..     th.
W.at."  Al.utlani].     Th.   logo  on  .  popul.r  T-.hlrt  I..lly  gum.     1t
all   up   with   th.   I.ylng   .It'.   not   th.   .nd  of   th.   world  but  you  Can
1]®.1t    fz.om   h.I.®..



The      Aleutl®n      lgland.   I arm  a   n.t,ur®l   boundary     b®tw®on      the
P.elf la   Ocean     and   the   B®rln8   S®a.      It   1.   pogBlbl®   to   Stand   on     .
vaLntag®   point   on   ®1th.I.   .rid   of   Sh.Iny.   .nd   watch   ag   the   wav®8   from
the   Paclf lc   Oe®an      Grog.   the   wave.   ot   the   Berlng   Seal.      At   cortaln
tlm®g      of    th®   y®®r.   you   clan   al..Ply   ®.a    th®   dlf I ®r®nc®    ln   Color   of
the         two        oo®ang.         Th.      wat.rB      -outh      of   Sh®nyawlll®t   tlm®8
b®     darker.      1n   c!olor.      than   the   bright.r   a.ring      wat®rg.      Af t.r     a
gtoT.in     th.   two   bodl..   ol   wet.a   in.®t   wit,h   gp.&t      fot`o®.      end     hugo
flplaf]h®&,    .ddl.I)   and   whiz.lpool-can   b.   e®en.

This    1946   photograph   shows   two   of   the   three
engl.neering   test   tunnels   on   the   north   cli.ff.
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OEOIIOOY

The      Al.utlan      Apchlp®1ago   wag   c)r®ated   by   the   motion   of      the
Ear.th'g   cr`ugt.      L.r8®   aroag   of   the   Fart,h'8   crugt,   known   ag   pl.tea
azl®      conf)tantly      but   lmp®z.a®ptlbly      moving,      The      Al®utlan      Chain
d®11rie&t,®e      th.   boundary   of   th.   P.olflc)   ar)a   Amer.loan   Plat®fl.      Th.
P®alflci      P1.t®      11   b®1n8   fora.d   und.I.   the      Am.rloam      PlaLte.       Thl®
®cltlon         18      known      ®1      .ubducitlon.         Zone.      of      lubduct,lan        ®r..
c]har`act®r.1z®d      by   vulc.nl.n  and   .oLrthquaik®a.       Th®   A1®utlan      Chain
•1Bo      clef ln®e   the   Nopth®z`n   bound®z.y   of   what   g.ologlf)tEI      a.ll      the
Pac]1f lo        Ring      of      Flr®      whloh      11      .n      .I.®®      of      vula.nlgm     and
®arthquak®B      that   olral®   the   .ntlr®   P.olf lcl   Oo®.n.      The      Aleutlan
Chain     waf)   at`.at®d   by   both   the   buakllrig   ol   the   Earth'!   az`u€t      and
volc}®nlo   aotlvlty.

Sh®ny&      1g      four`      end   one   half   mll.fl   long      at      lt'.      1ongol]t
point.      It   1g   eltuatod   ln   an   Eel)t/We.t   ot.1®ntatlon.    The   lgland   1.
one   and   thz.®e-c[uaz.tea   mll®f)   wld®   .t   lt'.   wld.8t   point.    The   i.land
ElloF)®f!      upwaLpd      from   a.a    l®v.I    on    th.   Pac]lf lc    I)1d®    to      a      m&xlnum
h®18ht   of   240   fe®t   on   the   north   .nor...      Th.   Iouthern   b®.ch.8     ar.
oh.reict®rlz®d   by   br`own   Band   rl.lng   -lowly   to   in.®t   t,h®   v®8.t®tlon.
The     nor.thorn   .1d®   of   th®   1gl®nd   1g   oh.r.ot.rlz®d   by   black   pebble
b.ache.      which   m®ot   -t.®p   cllf ff).      Thlfl   bl&ok   EIld®   of    the      1-land
obvlougly      gave   rlg®   to   one      of   th.1gland'g   nlcknam®g         of       .The
Black   P®ar.I   of    the   Al.ut,lama..      The   gubgt,r.t®   of   ShenyeL   la   mofltly
18neou.      and      confllgt.   of    l®t`8®   &mount&   of      bag.lt.       Depo&1tg      of
metamorphlo      aLnd   .van   &om.   g.dlm®nteipy   I.oak   calm   algo   b®    I ound      on
the   i.land.   There   are   no   818nlf leant   d.po.1t.   of   mln.ralg   or.   gems
on      Sh®ny®.       Rumori8      of    Jade   on   th.   ill.nd   ®r®      unfounded.      Th.g®
rumorg      of   Jade   Jt®m   par.tly   from   thr.a   mln®   ghat tg   on   one   of      the
North   cllf I..       Th®8®   all®8.d   J®d®   mln®a   w®r®    1n    I.at      ®ngln®erlng
togt   tunn®lg.    En8ln®erg   ug®d   then   to   dlgaover   what   the   1gland   wag
maid®      of .      Sherny®      1g      dlff.rent      th.n     molt      of      th.   r®gt   of   t,h®
Al®utlan      lfll&ndfl   ln   that   lt   do.4   not   h&v®   tall    Jagged      mount®1ng
and     volc}®nlc     cion®g   th.t     ®r.   char.ct.rl8tlc   of   the   r.lt   of      th.
c'ha i n ,

There      are   no   n®tup®11y   oacuz`rln8   haz`bor.g    on      Sh®myei.       Th®I`®
&p®      two   unprot®c]t®d   bay.   that   Can   b.   u-.d      fop     n.vlg.tlon.      The
Ale.n   bay   lfl   .1tuat®d   on   th.   nor.thw®flt   aorri.I   of   the   lBl.nd.      Th.
bay      lf)     about     on.   half   nil.   wLd®.      It   ha.   a   falz.ly      f lab     4andy
bottom      that   .v.z`&g®g   401®ot   or   7   fathomf!    1n   depth.       Thor.a   1f)      a
h.zat`dou.      ehoal   n..z`   th.   a®nt®p   of   th.   bay   that,   rlg®g   to     wlthln
®18ht      f.®t   of   th.   I)upf.ae   of   th.   wat®z`.       Skoot'e   Cove   1e   a      much
•mall.I.   .nohor®8®   on   the   ®outhw®Bt   ciornor   of    the   1dland.       Skoot'g
Cove      1El      only      a®v®ral   hundr.®d   y®z`dg   wld.      and      lfl      I oul®d      with
g®v®r.I   I.a.f..   The   wet.rl   to   the   Not.th   ot   Sh.ny.  drop   off   flt.eply
into     what      1g   known   ag   th.   Abygd.i   Pl.1n   or   the   Aleutl®n     8®gln.
Thlfl     bat)1n      1.   I I.t   and   f..tuz`.I...   and   h&f)     .      f&1rly     cionf)tent
depth   of   12,000   to   13,000   f..t.   Th.   w.t.I-to   the   gouth   of   Sh.mya
are      lh®llow  .nd   foul.d   with   rock.   and   .®.   w.®d.      The   oc®aLn   i loop
8raLdu.lly     ]lop..   tow.I.a  .  dr.in.tie   8.ogr.phla   I .®tur.     known     ale
the     Al®utl®n     Trlench.      Thlg      t,I..nob   r®.ch..   a   in.xlmun     depth     of
26,000     foot       .nd   1.   th.   .atu.I     .1t.   of     .ubduotlon     gpoken     of
eat.ll.I.      Th.      tt.®noh   LEI   .bout    150   mll®e   I]outh   of    Sh.nya.         Tld®-
ar.ound     Sh.ny.  .r.   obl.fly  dlur.n.1.     Th.  dlff.I.na.  b.tw.®n     n®.n
high   and   low  wet.I   1.   .bout   four`   I..t.



FLORA    AND    FAUNA

Sh®mya,    11k®   th.   r.®t   of   tr`.   ohaln,    1-cover.ed   with   a   thlek.
kn®®      high      tundr.a      gra®8,      Th®r.   ar..   t,hr®.      in.Jor      varletl®g      of
8r.flf)®g      op     ..dg.I   th.t   8t`ow  ln   th.   h.®vy   Clay   that     oov®z..      t,ho
vole.nlc   .ub.tr.t.   on   th.ill.nd].     Th..®     .r.:     E®ntgra8tl,     Blue
Joint     R..d   ar.BI   and   Cotton   Or ....      W.1klng   ®orogd   the     A1®utlan
tundra      Can      b®f)t      b®   aomp.z`®d   to   walking   aciroe&   a   I l®ld      ot      wet
mattreBgo8.   You  mu.t   oonltantly   .t.p   up   out   of   the   d®pr®gglon   you
made      with   youz`   pz-.vloufl   4t.p.      The   8z`afl.   gpowf],       oomploteg      lt,'®
life   oyc}l.   th.n   dl®g   to   b.ooln®   part   of   the   heavy   humud   gupportlng
the      gr&g..      The   8r&€.1.   nan   riourlf]hlng   to      gpazlng      .nlm.le.      A
vaz`1ot,y      of      hearty     wild      flow.I..   al.a   thr.1vo        on      t,h®      1f)land.
Floworg   Common   to   Sh®mya   ®r®:       Agt,.I.I,       Butt.raup8,    Monkghood   and
Vlol®tB.       Th®r`®      ®r®      no   lndlg.nou.   tri®®g   on   .ny   of      the      W.gtorn
A1®utlan      lgl®ndg.      Thor.1g   .   gayln8   that,   th®r®   1g      a     boautlful
girl      b.hind   .v.I.y   tr®.   on   Sh.nya,      Inveirlably   4ome      ®nt®rprl41ng
a.I.      will      ltnpoz`t   tr.®.   uElu.lly   for   u..   by   the   i.l&nd'.   pet   dog.
Th.®®   1mport®d   tr®.g   ar.   .lmolt   ®lw.yg   oall®d   the   Shomya   National
Fore.t,      D..plt®   th.   b..t   ®ffopt,.   to   k..p   th®B®   tr.®e   allv®     th.y
will   alway.   .uooumb   to   th.   wind,   poor   .oil   or   the   dog.

A   small    female   Stellar   Sea   Lion



Th®r®        .r.     no      lndlg.noui]      I.nd     in.inn.ll      on      t,h®     Wolt®rn
Al®utl®ng.      Today,      th®B.1gl.nd.   heiv.   a   larg.   popul®tlon   ot   r.t®
and   Af.atlc)   Blue   Fox.      Both   ol    th.€.   anlmalEI   w®r®    1mpoz.ted   ln      the
early   p®pt   of    thlB   a.ntuz`y.    Th.   z`atf)   w®r.®   &oold®ntally   lntroduc)®d
ef]      ghlpt)oard   v.I.nln,      Th®   fox   wet..1ntr.oduc].d   dellb®rately   ag      a
oaBh     crop.      Th.      lI]l.nag   mad.   a   p.rf.clt   br.®dln8   grourid   for.      the
fox.      The      ant,.I.prl.1n8   fox   i.I.m®M   would   plaLnt   g®v®r®l   palrfl      of
I ox     on   r®nt®d   lgl.ndg   .nd   th.ri   h®rv®.t   th.   llland   .®v®ral      y®arg
laLtez`.       Th®fl®      fox   .I.a   now   th.   top   of    th.   .aologla    food   ch&1z}      on
the   1®land   and   th.y   halve   up®®t   lt'a   natur.I   balance.      Th.   W®gt®rn
Al®utl.n     I.i.nd8     had  a  v.ry   I.rg.   .nd     v®r.i.a     bird     populgitlon
until   the   lntroduotlon   of   th.   fox.    183   gp.al.a   of   blrd8   h®v     b®®n
ldentlfled   ln   the   Al.utlan..      Of   thol.,130   .p®cl®g   ar.   mlg.ant®.
The      lox     have     n®az.ly     .radlc.t.d   th.   8z`ound     n®.ting     blrdf     by
r`®1dlng     n®gt.   aind   ..ting   th.   .gg.   or   young     chlckJ.      Naiturallgtg
helve      eonpl®t®ly   removed.th.a.   fox   from   th.1fland   of   Ag&t,tu     .nd
h®v.      .ucc®flflfully      I.1ntz.oduoed   th.      A1.utlan      Ooo4®.       Blz.dEl      on
Sh.mya   are   I.®latlv.ly   .a.ro..      Th.   Arotlc   R®v®n,      Arctla   Owl,   S.a
Gull,    Stol.in     P.tr.1      and   Rook   Sand   Pip.I   a.ri   b.   a®®n.      Th®r®      ar®
®l.o     a     I.rg.   v.rl®ty   of   duck.   to   b .... n   ln   the     w®t®r..     around
Sh®rny®.      The8®   duekl    lnelud.   Plnt.ill,      E1.deri®,      H®rl®qulng      and
Scot®p4.         Lar.g.   numb.rl.   of   St.ll&p   S..   Llone   can   b.   e®®n   b®4klng
on      the     rook.     on      the     North®nd   E.®t     Ild.I      of        the      1ll®nd.
Ooc®glonally,    whal®g,    goalg,    .nd   w.lrug   carl   aLlgo   b®   ..®n   ft.om   the
lgland.      More   than   ono®,      aL   d®.d   wh.I.   hag   w.gh®d   up   on      Chore,    A
dead     whdLl.   a.n   .elnk   up   the   ®ntlr®   14land   lf   t,h.   wlndg   az..      Ju.t,
right.      A     v®rl®ty      of      I lgh   lnh.bit   the      w®t®r®      around      Sheiny®.
Sailmon,      Flound.I.,      and   J.p.n®8®   P.rob   oain   all   b®      found.      Common
cruataoo®nB   ar..   found   ln   the   tld.I   pool.   ®roul`d   the   18laind.      Some
®xp®rtg        attr.1tiut®      the      brilght      Color   of   the   E®rlng      Sea      to      a
virtual   carpet   of   S®a   Ur.ahlnl   ln   the   gh.llow  wet.rg.   Dolly   V.rd®n
and   Rainbow  Trout   have b®®n   z`epopt.d    ln   Sh®mya'B    lak®4

i:;:;.:.;::::.,I.,-Q:`'.`::;.
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METEORol.OGY

Another   nick-name   for   th.   1gl.nd   1g   the    -Home   of   the     Forty
Knot      Fog..       Th.   W®gt®rn   Al®utl®n   lg1.ndg   ar.a   ®lgo   known   ag         t,ho
world'B   w®at,her   f®c}tory   or`   the   blrthpl.a.   of   the   wlndB.   Without   .
doubt      the      w®.th.a   ln   the   Wet)t®z.n   Aleutlanfl   lf)   of t.n      t,h®      worgt
weather      ln      th.      world.      Aunlqu®      oombln®tlon      of      met®oriologlc
oondltlong   make   th.   Al®utlan   Illandf]   one   of   the   few  placeg   ln   t,h.
world      that,   o&n   have   .tron8   wind.   and   d®ng®   fog   .t   the   flame   time,
The   f o8   lfl   I)I.oducod   when   the   t,.mp.t`atur®   and   dew   point   Elpread      11
l®gEI       then       tlvo   d.8z`®®.,       and   c)ond.nfleLtlon   nuclol      ®r®      pr`®.®nt.
Th..a      cloridltlonfl      .xllt   .lino.I   clonElt.ntly   ln   the   f)ummet`      month4.
Two      gemlporman®nt      pp.efluz.®      .y.t®mg      and      two      all      m®f]e®g      &t`.
eongtantly     doing      b.ttl.      1n   th.   I..glon.      Th®r®     ®r`e      two     ba.lc
I)®®gong      with   two   I)hort    tpan.1tlon   p®plodg.       The   gurm®z.   oz`       foggy
geagon   runf]   fpom  Juno   through   Au8u.t.   Thl&   I..eon   8ee8   wind.   with
aL   i]out,h®rly   ciomponent.      Th.   wlndl   .I.   drlv.n   by   the   P.cll£1o      High
PTIegf]ur.a       SyE]t.in.           Thl.       wind       14       a.laLt,1v®ly       w&z`m      and      molElt.
Veloaltlof)      &v®z`.g.15   knot,4,       T.mp®r.&tuz-.I   r&r®ly   rlg®   &bov.      50
dogr.a..     Pr®olplt.tlon     u.u.lly     fall.     .I   mlgt     or     very     light
dz`1zzle.    The   wlntep   f]eagon   e®oEI   wlndfl   with   a   not.therly   conponont.
Th®Ele       wlndg       are      dT.1v®n      by      The      Polar      Low      Pr®f)gur®      Sy€t®m.
V®locltl®d      .v®r®g®   20   knot,..      Pr®olpltatlon   i.Ilo   1n   the   form  of
flT`ow.      The      gnaw   that   fall.   rap.ly   aooumul&t®fl   du.   to   the      wlndEI.
Thl-      pol.r      .1r   la   cold   aind   dry.      T®Inp®r®tur®8   vary   only      a      few
d®gr.a.g   elth®r.   .1de   of   th.   fr..zlng   point.Viol.nt   w.ather   a.n   and
do®g   occur   at   ainy   tlm®   of    t,h.   y®.a.    Wlnde   &8   high   at)    leo   mll®a   en
hour`   h®vo   be.n   I..cord.d.       Th.Iowa.t   riecor.dad   b&rom®tplc)   pT`®.&ur..
r®adlngg      occ!urr.d   ln   Ootob®r   of    1977.      The   r®maln®      of      Tropical
Storm   Hal.rlet      pugh®d      the   m®rc)ury      to   27,35.    at   Ad®k   and   waf)   of i
t,h®   glagfl   at   Atkail       A   loo.I   ph.nom.non   known   al   Wllly      Waw8      h.v.
de.tz`oyed      untold   property   and   tak.n   many   11v®..      Wllly   WawE)      are
Sudden     vlolont   wind   8ufltf]   that,   .I..   c)r®at.d   when   a     northwe8t®t.ly
wind   pughof]    t,h®   cold   dr.y   polaz`   all.   ov.I.   the   top   of    the   waz`m   nolet
mat`1tlm®       all.       Thl.       1nv®r.t,.d   comblnatLon   o!    alz`       m&f)fl®EI       c}aufl®f)
®xtz`om.ly      uhf)table   4tmo4ph.plo   oondltlon.   theLt   oap   only   bo   I ound
•lg®wh®pe   on   t,h®   leading   .dg.   o£    &1p   mag8   thundorBt,ormg.    Thor.a    i.
one   good   thing   to   b®   .aid   about   Sh®mya'B   w®ath®r.       B®oeiuge   Shemye
hat)      no   mount&1nf),       1t   do.fl   riot   .uff.I    fz`om   .up   glop®   fog.       whloh
pleigu®g   moElt   ol    the   p®flt   of    th.   chain.



EARI.Y    INHABITANTS

Amateur   arch®eolo81®tl   h.v®   dl®eov®r®d   g®v®r`al      pro-hl.torla
A1.ut   habit.tlona   on  Sh.Iiiya.   Artlf.at.   h.v.   inolud.a  pottery,   and
both     ban.   and  lton.   tooll.     Th.I.1.   no   .vld.nc.   that   tli.I.     wag
•v.I     .     p.rmri.nt  Al.ut  pr.I.no.  on     Sh.Inya.     Th.a.     .xcav.tlong
lridloat.     tli.t     .     numb.r   of   tl.h  a.mpg   did  .xlat     at     on.     tim..
Carbon     dated  .kullg   .a   old  .t   goo   y.ar.   h.v.   b..n  uJiaov.rod       on
Sh®mya.      The      Al®ut.   had   l®v®r.I    I.rg®   .®ttl®m®ntg   on   Attu    (   both
pr.-hlgtorle     and   mod.I.n).      It   aan   b.   a8gum.a   that   th.a.     Attuang
hunt,.a,     fl.h.a     .nd     trapp.a  on  Sh.lay..     Th.     hl8tory     ot     th.a.
Wolt.rn     Al.ut     p.opl.     1.   on.  ot   tr.g.dy.      In     th.     1.t.     1700a.
Ru.glen     tr.app.„  dlgcov.ri.a   th..a  p..a.ful     p.opl..     Soon,     I.1g
than     honorable     in.n   a.in.   .nd   .ngl.v.d   th.   in.n     and     won.n.      Many
tim..,      uprlalng.     would   r.iult.      On.     .uclh   uprlllng   did   occur   on
th.   Ialand     of     Attu.      To   thH   a.y.   th.   loo.tlon   of   thla   uprlalng
18   .till      known      a.      M®8®cicr®   Bay   .rid   Murd.r   Point.

In       1942.       the      U.S.       gov.rnm®nt   f®.I.®d   the      J®p®n®g.      would
•tt.ak   th.  Al.utl.n   IIlandJ.     For  .11   th.  right  I..Con.  but.    with
poor     plannlrig       th.     Al.utl  w.I.  I.loo.t.a   to     in.inland     Al.Ike,
during     t,h.   war   y.arc.      Th.   r.locaitlon   w..   poorly     organlz.a     and
•x.out.a.     AI     .     I.gult,     in.ny  Al.ut.  dl.a   from    pltlful     llvlng
condltlona     and  dll.a..,     Th.   Al.uta   n.v.I   I.ocloupl.a  Attu.     M.ny
1,,1,  -JI--      ,  _      ILL_     ,_  _i  _               ,  ,Vlllago.1n   the   Ea.torn   Al®utl®ng   war. I.®I].ttl.d   ®ft®r.    the   w®z-.
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JAPANESE    INVASION

By      mid   1942,      the   J.pan..a   Imp.rl®1   Army   had   ®gt,ablldhed     .
fltrong   hold   on   the   Woatern   Al.utl.n   Iil®ndg.    A  permanent   Clarrlgon
on   Klflka   .nd   ®n   on   .g&1n   of I   .g.ln   pz.eE)oho.   on   At,tu   were   t,h®      t,wo
maJoz`   Japaneg.1nf)t&ll&tlong,       1n   th.   ..z`ly   part   of   th.   w&z`.      The
orl8ln®l      purpof)a     of      oooupyln8   th.fl.   i.land.   wag   to      I orc®      the
Am®r.loan      N.vy      to      dlv.t`t      .om.   of   lt'.      I 1.®t      from     the      South
Paclf lc.      In     let.I.   p.t`t.   of   th.   w&p,      Japan   I.eir.d     a     nort,h®z.1y
lnv&41on      of      th.1p   homeland.       Tho.®   I ®®t`&   w.re    lncr.af]®d   by      the
Doollt,tl®/Horri®t   raid..       Th®8.   8.rrlBonl   would   8®rv®   ®®   ef f®ctlv®
ro.d      blookg   to   the   f®ar`.d   ®dv®ne®g   by   the   U.S.       There      wag      ®1go
•tr.one      pt.op&8anda      v&lu®      1n   .tt&cklng      and      ocoupylng      Amoz.1c®n
po.geElglong.      The      J&p®n.fl.   Imp.rl&l   H®.dquat`t,®rJ      mlBlnt®rpr.ted
gob.      I.&ndom     mlllt,ary      eatlvlty   ln   the   Eagt®T.n      Alout,lane      ®e      a
pr®eur.gop      to   th.   antlcilp®t.d   north.I.n   lnvaLIlon.      To   counter   thlg
t,hri®at,      Admlr'al   Yemamoto   dlr.ot,®d   Col,      Hogogoy.   t,o   r®occupy   th.
at>andonod      JeLpan®Je   garz.1.on   cm   Attu   and   to   occupy      Amchltk&      and
Sh®my®.       The      t®glc   foroe   wall   a.a.mbl.d   ®t   P®r&muflhlr.o      under      the
c}ommand      of    Lt.       Col,       Hlrodhl    Yainek.w®.       1100   men   from   th.   303rd
lnd®p®nd®nt      Infantz`y      B.t,t.lion   w®p.   I)l&t®d      to      oaaupy      Sh®my&.
Th.1z-      Job   waf)    to   build   .   z`unw.y   on   Sh®my&.       An   advano®d   p®rty   of
engln®®z.a      h.d   &lz`®eidy   land.a   on   Sh.my.   .nd   gurveyod   the      runway.
On   Ootob®r   29th    1942,       1100   J.pan.I®    1nfantr.ymen   wore   galling   for.
Sh®mya.       The   lgland   wag   wlthln   glght   of    the    landing   az.&f t   whom      a
91n8l®    Amerloein    8-24    dz.oned    ov®z`h.®d.        Lt.        Col.    Y®n®kawa   ®f]f)um®d
that     hl.   lmall   lnva81.on   I ore.   h.d   b®.n   gpot,t,od   and   that   a   Eltron8
Counter     attack   would   Boon   follow,      H.   turn.d   the   lnvaglon      I leet,
around   and   rot,urn®d   to   P.ramulhlr.o.      The   irony   of   thll   .at,ion   wag
the   fact   that   th.   a-24   h.d   not   4®.n   Lt.      Col,      Y&nokawa'.      11ttl®
I loot   of    flhlpEl,

The      only      J.p&n®El®   to   I.t    foot   on   Sh.my.,      duzlln8   the      waz`.
w®z`e   t,h®   hand   lull   of   ®ngln..I.a   that   had   marked   out   the      loc&tlon
of   a   runway.      Thankf]   to   a   flolltary   Am®T.1c!an   pat,rol   alraraft,,       the
Beittl®   of   Sh®nya   would   not   h.v.   to   t>.   fought,.

Japanese   souvenirs   such   as   thi.s   could   be   found   on   Attu   but   not   on   Shemya.
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THE   ARERICAN    INVASION

Amorlaa,      too,    I...11z®d   th.   valu.   of   Sh®nye.   Am®z.lean   plan®g
wor.a      having   to   f ly   from   th.   E®gtern   Al.utlal`g   to   bomb   Klgk®     and
Attu.       If      they   had   a   p®rm®n.nt   ba8®   1n   the   W®gt®rn   Al.utlang   th.
Job   of   I.outing   th.   J®p.n®..   from  Am®rlc!®n   loll   would   ci®rtalnly   b®
m®d®      oagl®z`.       Th.      Welt.z`n   Al.utl&n   IEIlandg      w®z`.      Bullvoy®d      and
Shemya   wag   oho.®n   a.   th.   .1t.   of   thl-ri.w   b®e®.    Sh®mya   w®g   ohogen
b.aaug®   1t   wag   rel.tlv.1y   fl.t.   That   fact   m®®nt   ai   I.unway   Could   b®
built   rapidly.      S.or®oy   w®.   c!rltloal   to   a   .uce®g®ful   lnva®1on   and
ooc]upatlon,   To   rna.k   th.  -x.ot   loaatlon   of   th.11l®rid,   Sh®Iny.     wa.
91v®n      the   Code   N®m®    .Volubl...       Volubl.   would   b®   oociupled      under
order.   d®glgnaLt®d   Mov®m.nt   787l-A.

Pr.1or.   to   the   ®otu.llnva.lan,   Col   a.nJamln   Taill®y   and   a   Bmall
gr.oup     of   Ala8kan   Sc]out.   gllpp®d   onto   th.   llland   to     v.rlfy     that
the     J®pan®..     h.d   not   oooupled   the   1.I.nd.      Th.     Boout.     qulokly
Combed   the   lg1.nd,      The   only   thing   they   found   wad   evld®no.   of   th®
Elmall      J&paneg®   .ngln®.ring   p.I.ty   that   had   been   on   the   lgl&nd   t,ho
y®.I.   b®for..   They   allo   dl]oov®r.d   .   .mall   tr.pp.r'g   c]®bln   and   two
Ruflglan   gp&v®fl,    The   date.   on   the   gp&v.I)   w®r®   25   Maz`oh    192C   and   30
March   1930.      On   30   May   1943,      only   thr..   day.   aft.I   Col.   T.ll®y'.
Croup  of   looutl   had   I.nd.a,   .I.ment-of   the  For.th   Infantry,   und.I
command      of      Br.1g.      a.n.    Cop.land,      boaird®d      .hip.      and           h.ad®d
for   Voluble.       Aft.r   0   hour.a   of   b®1ng   to8g®d   aLround   ln   heavy   g®aa,
Tagk   Force    16.10   landed   und.I   cov.r   of   thlc)k   fog.      The      Amerloan8
held   arplv®d,

Russl.an  graves   discovered  by  American   scouts   in   1943



C,I

IIIIID1lE1111!

+/\
ii"*,::-

i-+:-L:I.ilH„-
I,B!!a,pll..

:)T:ir

•g=g.i1
•,++i+--i+

_-::+---



13

li'iiiiiii=-

i



14



15

BUILDING   A   BASE

After      th.      lnvaglon,      Sh®Iny.   I..al.v®d      y®t     .noth®r      n®m®.
Throughout   the   w.I,      Sh.my®     would   b.     kno\m   only   ..   APO   729.   The
I lr.Elt         ord®p         of         but)1n®..       fop      th.      Am®z`1c.n      ®n8lnoerfl      wall
the     €eim®     ..      fop      th®J.pan.I)..      Th.yeuz.v.y.a.10,000      foot
runwaiy.    The   runway,    from   the   It®rt,      wag   a..1gn®d      for   ul®   by   th.
now  a-29   .up®r.bomb.r`.    Int.I.®Itlngly,   th.   U.S.   runway   wa®   glt.a   ln
the     ®®mo      loo®tlon   aB   the   runw.y   the   J.p.n.I®     h.a     lnt.nd®d     to
build.      Two   I lght®r   I.unw®yl   w.I..   algo   I.1d   out.      On   Juno   211943,
th.     bomber        runway   wag   only   0000   f ..t   long   and  wee     p.v.d     only
with     P®z`fopeit®d   -St®®l   Plate   but   wa.   r®.dy   for   th.   flz.-t      modlum
w®1ght   aLlror.aft.      On   24   Jun.1943,   a   a-55   tr.nBpor.t   landed   on   the
•trlp,      offlalally     op®nlng      t,h.     Alrdron..      Work     on      th®   bomber
runway        (off lal.lly   known     ..     runw.y   .A.)    c}ontlnued.      Hill.     at
®lth®r      erid   of   thl.   runway   w.r`.   I.v.1.a.         Wor.k   oontlnu®d   on      the
two     fl8ht®r   runw.yg     known   ..   .a.   .nd   .a..      A   l®rg.     aompl.x     of
taxlw.y.   eind  par.king   rev.ntm.nt.   were   also   und.ri   oonetruotlon,   On
23     July      1943,      the      flr-t   oontlngent   of   P-40      I lght.a     &1t`c}paft
arrilv®d.      On      10     Augu.t   1943,      th.   I lr.t   of   th.      343rd'e        P-38®
arrilv®d.      On      13   Augu8t    1943,      th.llrlt   f light   of   heavy      bombera
art`1v.d,      A      flight   of    flv.   a-248   l®&d   by   a.pt.       I,L.      W&dllngton
c}1t.clod      the      I 1.ld      t,wlo.   whll.   con.trucitlon     .qulpm.nt     clear.od
tl`®         runway.      They      finally   I.nd.d,      .ndAPO   729'.   r®aLI      Job      of
pughlng   the   J&p.n®f).   of I   of   the   A1.utl&n.   b.g&n.

Voluable.   Runway  A   under  construction.   summer   1943
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An      ®xp®z.1m.nt   d®€1gned   to   I.mov.    I o8   I ron   th.   alt`dz`om®      waf)
aon8truot®d   down   t,h®   length   of   runway    .A..    A        l`.lf   plp®   wag    l®1d
p.r®llel   to   the   runwaiy.    Whlt®   g®.   w.a   poured   into   the   plp®   ®t   the
rate   ot   50.000   8allonl   per.   hour.    Th.   gag   wag   th.n   18rilt®d.    It   wag
hoped      that   the   h..t      I I.on     th.   buz`nlng   gag   would     dlflEIlpeLt®      th.
fog.      Unfortun.t.ly,      .11      t,h.   flam®I   did   w®r.   to   lurith®r   obBaur.
the   I.unway   .nd   furth.r     dli]turb   tl`®   .lreeLdy   turbul®nt   air.

Constrllction   equipment   used   to  build  breakwaters
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In      ®dditlon      to      bulldlng      th.      runw®yg,         ®nglneerB      b®8an
bulldLn8      z`o.dfl   and   port   f&c)llltl.fl,      Rook   wee   qu&t-I-led   fz.on      th.
allf fB   along   the   north   ®hor®   and   from  a   pit   atop   the   laland.    Sand
wa.      flc)rap.d   up   from  e®v.Pal   elt®f]   on   the   lel.nd.      Ot,h.t`   flupplloe
had      to      b®      br.ought      to   t,h.   1®l®nd   by      ghlp.       Thlg      wag      a      vet.y
h.zat`dou.   op.r&tlon   ln   that   th.I..   w.EI   no   dock   built   to   unload   the
I)uppll®g.      M.t.rlal.   had   to   b.   tz`.a-f.z`z`®d   orito   bap8.I   and     other
Elhallow  dl`af t   vehlcl.a   and   then   tt`anf)pope.a   to   th.   t)each   ln   Alc®n
Bay.    On   22   D®o®mb®r    1943,    th.   Supply   lhlp,    S.S,    Sootla   gtruck   t,h®
Out)m®rg.d   I.®®f    ln   th.   mlddl.   of   Alaan   B.y   end   I)ank   onto   t,h.   a.®f .
The   Scotl&   I.main.a   on   th.   I..I   .11   duping   the   war   y.&rEI,    She   waEl
I)till    th®z.e   ®El   let.   .4   Apt.1l   of    1947.    At   .om.   point   .ft®r   that,,    a
Storm  blew   th.   Scotlai   off   of   th.   I.a.I.    Sh.   now   lay.   ln   45   f.et   o{
w.t.r      ln   th.   c}.nt®r   of   Alccin   Bay.      The   only   ®vld®nc.   of   th.   one.
f &moug    landm&r.k   1-      an      &r)not.tlon   ori   th.   hal.boz`   char.t   of   Sh®mya.
Confltz`uotlon      on   .   br®®kwat®p   .nd   -hip.   dock   eontlnu.d   but      would
not   bo   aompl®t®d   for   a.v®ral   nor..   monthl.      On    18   March   1944,      the
flr`gt      bombing      ml8.ion      wag      I.unch.a      fr.omAPO   729.    A   flight   of
a-244   bombed   th.   J.pen.e.1.land   of   On.kot®n.

22
_ ---- i=i-I .--, I__ _ `ir

Dec.    1943,   SS   Scotia   aground   in   harbor Ill-
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Contrary   to   popul.r   ltor.1®.,    th®r®      w®r®      women   on   the   Rook.
In      January      of       1944,       flv®   rlur.®g   war.®.B8lgn®d      t,a      the      fl®ld
hogplt®l.       In      May   of    1944,         other   nlootl®g   wore   ln      place.       Ic.
ar®am   wag   .v&1labl®    1n   the   chow   hall..       Food   w&.   now   b®ln8   gez`v®d
on      dlf!h®.1nflt®&d   of   m®g4   kite.       One   y.ar.   to   the   day      aft®z-      th.
I lr.8t   AmerlcanB   land.d   on   Sh®nya   a   th®ait®r   waLg   ln   op®ratlon.      The
18land      now     had   lt'g   ot^m   Post   Of I la..       Not   .11   of      th.      1Bl®nd'®
prot)l®mg      war.®   golv®d.       On.   Iupply   in.mo   lndlc®t®d   that   the   toll®t
paper   gtlll   had   not   ®rrlved.      To   furth.r   aggr®vat,a   tl`at     problem,
only      thr®®   of   the   plann.d   40   nll®.   of   a.war   plp®   had   b®®n      l®1d.
Let,rln®g      w.r®   loo®t®d   ln   unh..tod   t,.ntg.      Other.   ri®poritl   lndlcat,a
that     a     fre8h     wac.r     dl.trlbutlon.yBt.in    had     8tlll     not     b®.r`
completed.    Men   w.I`®   ®tlll    taking   cold   Bhowerg    ln   horn.   made   Ihow.r`
hougeg.       On   May   261944,       th.   famou-Tokyo   ROB®   told   the   n`.n    (and
women)      on      Shenya      that   t,hey   would   goon   b.      pugh®d      of f      of      th.
1.land.       May   ®li]o   8®w   the   op®nln8   of    Wllly-W.w   T®clh,       Thlg   lohool
wag      organlz.d      by   th.   b®g®   Chap.I.       It   offer.®d   high      gehool      and
aolleg®   I.v®1   ala®tl®.    ln   aLddltlon   to   r.1191oug    ln®tr.uot,ion.       Thlg
gc)hool      ®lgo   gave   mandatory   al .... a   ln   Ru.B1.n   for.   all      of i la®rg.
Theg®      cl®Bg®I   ln   Rug8l®n   war.   to   h.lp   with   th.   f low   of      aLlrciraf t
that      tram.1t®d      through     Sh®ny®,      ®1   a   part   of      the     I..r`d     L.ag.
pr.ogram.    On   Jurie   81944,    the   S.S.    Cadet.®t,ta   b®c}ame   the    f lr.gt   tlhlp
to      tl®      up   t,o   the   newly   oompl®t®d   dock   ln   Aloan   Bay,      Thlg      dock
made   the   unloaidlng   of   very   heavy   ®qulpm®nt   po.Blbl®.       The   wor.1d'g
largest     por.table   ®gph®1t   batohln8   plant   waq   tram.ported     to     the
1gl®nd.    Supplle®   and   ®qulpm®nt   ar`rlv.a   for   the   cori.truotlon   of    14
1Qr.go      Blr.ohwood   hangar..       Th®Io   hangar.I,       11k®    t,h®   runway.       w®ro
d®glgned      to      .oc)ommodat.      th.      now     a-29.         Small      h®ng®rg         al`d
malntonanc).   ghop®   ag   well   ®8   tower.   for   ..ch   of   th.   thr.a   runways
w®r®   now   ln   ul®.

---- ` --------.- i-h-i-s  -siovel   came   to   the   island   via   the   riew   dock
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In    1944,       ®noth®z.   .xp®z`1m®nt    to   help   corLtt`ol    th.    ®l®nentf)    waLE)
trl®d.       A   laz`g®   I)t®®l   plp®   wac    l&1d   &oroez)    th.   mouth   of    the   Alc®n
Bay.       Hal.-w®p®   dz`lll.d   along   the   len8t,h   of    the   pipe.    Compr®EIg®d
®1r.     wac     th.n   pumped   through   th.   pip..      The   theory   wag   that      the
plglng     Column     ol   air   bubbl.e   would  n.utr.allz.   th.     h.avy     wave.
th.t   constantly   batter.®d   f®ollltl®g   ln   th.   bay.      Thl.   ®xp®rlnent,
Ilk.   t,h®   fog   dl8per.gal   unit,      did   not   work.    In   fact,    on   21   aLnd   22
July      ei     heavy      Btorm     deett-oyed      .®v®r&l      hundr.d      I ®et      of      the
breeLkwaitor.    In   August,   of    1944,    the   agph®1t   plant   wa81n   op®ratlon
and   p®vlng   of   th.   runway.   w.g   und®r   way.       In   September   of    1944.    a
R.d   Cz.oElfl    woz`kol`   by    the   name   of    Mt.fl.       Elizabeth   Bat®g    b.cl&m®       the
I lr®t   olvlllan   lady   oi`   th.1.land.      On   13   and   14   November   1944,    a
g®vor®      .torn   !urthez`   damaged   th.   bz.®akwat®z.   and   t`oduaed   th.   dock
to     drlf twood.      With     th.     d®.truotlon   of   th.   only     dock     on     the
llland,      r®.uppLy     of   th.1.land   f®ll   m&1nly   to   th.   h.ndd   of      th.
Air.   Cor`pg.   A   I l®.t   of   a-47.   and   other   utlllty   alraraft   w®I.a   u.®d.

I)®gplt®   all   of    the   ®m®nltl®f)   on   t,h.    lf)land,    the   war   waEI   Eltlll
pa8ln8      thr.oughout      the   P&c!1f lo.       APO   729   had      gov®ral      d.f®nfllv.
8yf]temf)      on   th.1f)land,      Th.   mo.t,   for.mid.bl.   w®r.   nln®   37MM   .nt,l-
air.c)z`af t      Sung.       Thede    gone   war.a   mounted    ln   .mplaci®menti]      on      the
high   8z.ound   on   th.   E.lt,   end   ol   t,h.1I]larid.    The   cor`oreto   .nd   I)t®®l
gtruoture!      w.I.a      oonn®at®d   by   und.r8round      tuT`n.lI].      A     J.pan®f!.
aubmaz`1n®      14      I-.ported   to   hav.   b.®n   .unk   by   one   of       t,h®EI®      8unf).
Another.      of I lclal   dooum®nt,   I)tat.-   th&t      a   Sub   weie   I.mmed   and   Junk
by   a   U.S.       d®fltr.oy®r,       Just   of I    the   coaBt   of    APO   729.    Thli]   .ot,ion
occurl.ed      on   20   Jun       1944.       The    1f)leind   had   Boverlal   dozen   conor®t®
and      gt®el    .pill   box.    m®chln®      gun      ®mplac®m®ntg.       The   cllf fg      on
t,h®      nor.t,h      gld.      ol    t,h.1Ellend   had   t,1®r-of   barb.d   wire.    All   m®n
on   the   18land   w.r®      tt`&1ned      ln      .mall      &rna      end      ln      th.   uEI®   of
bayo,`®tI .

.``.gr.`,`.          I                      +-
ae.xp_

:;i;I:?;.-.-ii-.i-::.-:-::i-::-.:.:;:.:::i:---.:::;::i.-:ii;:;iiili;:i!;isdi
This  dock  was   located  where  the  barge  now  rests
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Llvlng      and   work   fac}111tl®g   rang.a   from   i loorl®8B      pyramld®l
tents     to   ai  varl.t,y  of   pr.{abrleat.a  hut,a   to   eonv.ntlonal     wooden

£:€uC:::::ito:he::    r:::n:€::.wg:i::  3g£:aa:€.:g:a.   t:heaJa3::i:X
I loon.      A     rubb.rlz.a     fabrlo   wag   .tr.tched   ov.I     the     tiowg.      Th.
Paolf lo   hut   wag   the   most   oormon   llvlng   faialllty.      It   I.a.mbl.d     a
Quorii]et     hut   but   wad   mad.   .ntlr.ly   of   wood.      Th.   tru.   Quong.t   hut
wag   made   from  corrugated   8to.1.      Th.   n..d   for   at,e.I   wag   lo     gr.at
ln   1944-45   that   Sh.nya  gaw  v.ry   I.w  Quong.t   huta.     Th.   th"   type
of   hut   found   on   th.191arid   w.I.   Call.d   Stout   Houg.I.   Stout   Hou.es
wore   air   tr.nsport.ble,     all   wood,     bolt   tog.th.r  .truotur:3g.   Th.
Stout   House   r.a.mbl.a   a   tr..   houg.   (   without   th.   trio.   of   courg.).
In   December   of   1944,   th.   r.cr.atlon   a.nt,.r   op.n.a   ln   .  n.w  wooden
gtructur..     On.     of     th.  in.1n   f.atup.I   of   t,h.  I.a   I.alllty  w.a     a
3000   book     lit)rary.    In   F.bruar.y      1945,   a   r..I   PX   open.d   ln   a   I.al
bulldlng.   Son.   of   th.1t.mg   that   w.r.1n  a.mnd  w."   Sllex  aoff.e
pots,      radio.   ,   hot   pl.t.g   .nd   lho.   atrlnga.    In   March   of   1945,1t
wag   report.a   th.t   glx  Elrahwood   hangarg   war.   und.I     congtruatlon.
Hangar     Two     wag   S87.   oompl.t.   .nd   would     b.   aompl.t.a   wit,hln     two
months.    Hang.I   Thr..   w..   at   80%.    Heing.I   Six   w.a   only   loy.   complet.
and   Hangar   On.   wag   at   40%.       In   April    1045,   a     n.w     .t.el   dock   wag
I.edy     to   I.celv.   ghlpl   ln   Ale.n   Bay.      A   tot.1   of   flv.     doc!kg     of
varlloug     glz.I     and     quality   were   now.vall.bl.   for     u6.     on     th.
1gl®nd.    Th®r®   w.r®   allo   two   .ubmar.1n®   pip.lln..   that   w®r®   used   to
trangf er      fuel   on   I porn  Eihlp€   dlz`®ctly   to   tanke   without   h&vlng   to
use   the   dock   facllltl®g.

A   Jamesway  hut   under  construction
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Hangar   2   under  construction.      Sept.    1944



Hangar   2   under   contruction   March   1945



~^   Typical   Shenya  working   faci.1ities   circa   1944
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Base   self  defense   included  foxholes and  bayonets
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No   ln-d.pth   &tt®mpt   will   b.   mad.,       1n   thl.   p&p®T.,      to   r..pope
on      the     gpoclf la   mlllt.ry   combat   .otlvltl®.   Conduct,®d      from     APO
729.          It      ghould      b®      I...liz.a,         how®v.I,         thaLt      APO      729      w®.
1ngt,rum®ntal      not      only   ln   th.   r'outlng   of   th.   Japan®i]®      I I.on     t,he
W®Elt®z`n      Al®utlanf)      but   alflo   ln   .tt,eiclk-   inad®   on      the      1f]land.      of
Japan.       Some      of    the.e   gor.tl®EI   w.r®   flon®   of    the    lon8®f!t   ov®r`wat®z`
fll8htfl   of   the   well.,    Combat   goptle.   w®r®   flo`m   ln   P-38f]    ,P-40EI,    8-
24g,         P84Yg,         PBY]      .nd      v.rlou.      oth®ri      Comb.t      .1reraift.         An
lnt®t`.fltlng      lnald.nt      oaour.I.ed   on    1B      Apt.ll       1945,       when      tw®1v®
J®pan®B®   balloon   bomb&   w.r.   .18ht®d   ov.I   th.    1.1aLndB    .    P-38f)    lriom
the      343t.a   Efhot   nln®   of    th®zl®   bomb.   dotAm   b.I oz`e    they   c)ould   do   .ny
damage   to   the   U.S.    Anoth.z`   1nt®rel]tlng   faat   1.   th.t   only   on.   a-29
I.rid.d   on   APO   729   durlr`C   th.   war.      Thlll   a-29,      named   the      Aml®bl.
An.zon,      w®.   on   .   moral   run.      It   did   not   I ly   .   Combat   gortl.   fr.om
APO      729.      The   a-29   wag   gt.tlon.d   .t   LaLdd   Field   ln   F®1rb®nka      for
cold     w.ath®p   teltlng.      Th.   Sup®pfort   w..   ®-oort.d   by   6   P-38.   and
made   a   p&dg   ov.I   th.   ruriway   et   310   mll..   I)ez.   hour   b®fop®      1&ndlng
on      th.      I.unw®y      that   waf)   built   to   &oeomfnodat®      1t,      The      Amlabl®
Amazon   8p®nt,   the   night   on   APO   720      aLnd   th.n   I.turr`®d   to   I.add.    The
oon4tructlon     of      Blt`chwood   hang.rfl   halted   with   only   llx     ol      the
planned      14   b®1n8   built,       Hangaz`   One      wag   ue®d   by      th.      Navy         to
houg.         th®1r`      P84Y.      aind   other   .mphlbloug   aircraft.      H®n8eir      Two
wag      ug®d      by   8®g®   Flight,.          Hangar   Tht`o.      hou.®d   t,h®   343rd         and
344t,h'f]   P-38g   aLnd   P-40a.    Hangar.   Four   wag   ug.d   by   the    llth   Flght®r
Squadron.      Hangar.      Five      wag      ®g.1gn.d   to      th.      15th      Tow     TaLrg.t
Squ&dz`on,      and      I]&ng.I.      Six     w.g      ug.d   to   hou..      th.      404th      Bomb
Squadron'g   a-24g.

The     hlghll8ht   ot   Juno   1945   wag   th.   ®rrlval   ol   thr.ee     hl8hly
modlfled      SB-170B.          Tho8®      aLir.or.aft      w®r.      u®®d       for.      loo   tl®®rch
op®pationf).      Each     of      the   alrar.ft   had   a   27   foot     boat     gtrapp®d
under      ltl]      b®lly.      The      boat      could   b®   dl`opp.d     by      throe      large
parachut®4.       The      boats      w®r®   ®qulpped      with      motorf),      Ballf)      and
ratlonB.       Th.   l®gt      WW   11   Comb.t,   gortl.,    I lown   from   APO   7Z9,    took
of I      on      13      Au8ult      1945.         E-24g      from     the      404t,h      bombed      th.
Kaflhlwabara     Staging   Area   on   the   Ii]l.nd   of   Par®mughlro.      The      glx
plan.      forimatlon   wad   I.ad   by   MaJ.      a.n.      Brooks,      the     Connandln8
Gen.I.al   of    th.1lth   Alp   Forlo®.

The  only  a-29   to   land  on   Shenya   during   the  war
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POST    WAR    SHEMYA
(THE    DARK    AOES)

The      d®Inoblllz®t,lan   of   Sh®rriya   wac   rapid   and      ®f f lclent.       Men
w®r®      z`otat®d   of f   of    the   1fll®nd   .I   th.   unlt4   wer®   dlElbanded.       M®n
lof t   by   .   polrit   flyf]t®m.      Th.   not`.   polnt8   you   had   the   qulck®r.     you
let t   the   1.land.      Th.     bag®     z`.v.pt.a   to        gtandby   status   aLnd   wag
u.®d      ocoa.1onally   for   v&rloufl   mLllt&ry   &otlvltL.I.      On   S®pt.mb®t.
16      1945.      four      a-29g   w.r®   ..nt   to   Sh®inya   to   aLat   .I      ®gcor.t      .nd
t`e4cu®   ®hlpfl    for.   ei   long   dlf)t®nco   I light   fr.om,    now  p&clf i.d,    Japan
to   W&ghlngton   D.a.         Th.   long   dl.tana.   f light   w&-forced   to      Stop
at   Chic.go.      A  8.c}ond   .tt.mpt   wa.   made   1n   Nov.mb.I.   Ag.1n,    two   a-
29g      w®t`®   gtatlon®d   at   Sh®nya   to   ..aoz`t   th.   long   dlgt&na®   I light.
Th®®®   two   a-29.   I.ft   on   6   Nov.mb.r`    1945.

Recorded      hlfltoz`1®.      ol      Sh®ny&   b.tw..n    1946      and      1958      az`®
Baarc®.      Very   llttl.1g   knom  about   th.   aLatlvltl.I   on   th.lllarid.
Th®8®   i.w  gor®pg   of   lnforn®tlon   did   .urf®c..    Duo,1n   p.I.t,    to   the
®ffortg   of   Col.      J.ml.on,      t,h.   Po.t   Conmand®r.,      Sh®Inya   became      ain
•ooompanl®d      tour.      Th.      f lr-t     d.p.nd.nt      all.I.1v®d   on   4   Mar   1946.
In   Nov®mb®r    1948,      .      bag®   hlltor.y      r®portg      that      th®r®      won.   71
1amLl1®g         on      th.1flland.       Th.   d®p®nd.nt.   conf)let.d   o£   64   wlv®f],
49      ohlldr®n   and   ®v®n   on.   moth.I-1n-I.wl       In   1947   the   number      hod
cllmtl®d      t,a      90   faimlll®I.       Th®   1-land   ®v®n   h.a      lt'®      own      gchool
hou8®.   The   Iohool   wag   a.ll.d   TI`.   School   ln   th.   B®nd   of   the   Inter.-
national        Datolln®.      In   th.   qummer   of    1947,      a   a-47   or.Ih®d   into
the   PX   war.®houg®   n.ar   th.   Alaan   Bay.      In   on.   oorn®r   of   thl8   ware-
houlo      wer®   hundr®dg   of   oag.I   of   CocaL   Cola.       Th®g®   a.god   of      Coke
w®ro   d&ma8od   but   not   d.fltpoyod.       During   the   clean   up   of   t,h®   c)r&8h
fllt®,       the      ook®B   were   bulldoz.d   over   ont,a   the   b®.c!h   and   ln      gomo
a.Beg      act,ually   dumped   into      th.   Bar.1n8   Sea.      For   over.      40     year..
thlg      pll®      of   Coke   bottleg   hal   mad.   for      lnt®r®.ting      gouv®nlr.g.
Thog.      geime      bottlef)      hev.   h®lp®d   to   p.rp.tu.t®   th.      Sh®lnya     J&d®
I.unorf).      The     bpokon   bottle.   thee   w®r..   dumped   into   the   Surf      have
b.®n     poll.hod     by   .end  and   wav.   &otlon     into     little     blu.-gr®®n
f&ux-gong.       The      .in.11   I.ound    .J.w®1..    Can   b.   found   along      flov®z`al
Nort,h      Elhoro      b®ach®g.       Som®on®   mu®t   h.v®   ona®   knlck   named       th®g®
poll.hod     pl®c®.   of   broken   aok.   bottl.   g1.1g      Sh®mya     Jade.      Ever
91nc.     that   tim.   th.   I.umor.   of   th.   J&d.   ha.   b..n     ungtopabl®,      Sad
but   true,   th®r.1-no   J.d.   on   th.   Rock.

An     lnt®r.ltln8   .1d.   not.   8hould   b.   add.a   h®r®.      In   the   v.ry
Oar.ly   70g   th.   U.S.       Gov®p®nm®nt   ned.   planfl    to   d®tonat®   ®n      atomic
bomb      und®z`   th.   1EIleind   of   AnohLtk&.      P.rt   of   th.   pz`.paratlon      I or.
the      blaBt   wall   to   gurv.y   the   1.1.nd..   WW   11   rulnJ.       In   one     war®-
hou8®     wag        found   .   .1z.bl.   qu®ntlty   o£   X   I.atlon..      E.ch   box     of
r`atlonl]   had   .   n.t   w®1ght   of   35   pound-.      Th.y   quickly   w®r®     dubbed
35   pound   z`atlonfl   or   35   pound   I.tfll       It   w&4n't   lorig   be for.   flom®ori.
wz`ot®   home   and   told   about   th.     35   pound   I..t.   they   f ound   ln   on.   of
the     wat`®hou..I).      Th.     n.w.   qulokly   .pp.&d   ®ct`o-I   th.     nation      ln
n®wflpap®T.a     about   81.nt   pats   found   .t   th.   ppopo.®d   elt.     of        the
nuclear   exploglon.   Anyway,   Bo   lt   .loo   go.Il   with   Sh®my.  Jad.   t,oo,



The   `;chool    I.n   the   Bend   of   The    International    Ddt,e|ine

The  family  quarters  of   Sgt   E.D.   Frasch
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By           F®bruary      1940,         the      numb.I      of    I.mlll®g      had        b®on
r®duc®d      to       12.       W®      all.o   knowthat         the      375th      W®athor      Recon
Squadron         ®tatlon®d      .®v®ral    WB-29®   on      the   Rook,       from   I)®a®mb.I.
1948   to   May    1949.       One   of    th.   WB-29.   known   to   h.v®   been      a8.1gr}®d
th.rie      wad   44-62214.       .2Z14.1.      El®lBon'.   very   own    .Lady   of      the
Lake..         It         1.      .lgo      knoim      that   th.   baLgo   f®111ntodlgr®palr,
a8        did     th.     b.g®8     on   Attu.nd   other      lI`.otlv®     glt®81n     th.
Aloutlang.      The      bai]e      did   g®®   gom®   aotlvlty      dur.1n8      the      l{oroan
Conf llct.       Th.   MlllteLry   All.   Tr.anaport   Servlci®    {MATS)    ul]®d      Sh.Inya
ag      a     r®fu®11ng      atop   for   Air.craf t      bound      for`      Southoatlt      Aala.
Northw®gt      Orient      Alrlln®.       (NOA)      .ilo   u®.a      the      191®I`d      ®g      a
r®fuellng     atop.      The     alrlln.   1nv.gt®d   a   aongld.I.bl®   amount     of
money   ln   th®lz`   Sh®mya   op®patlon.       They   upgz.&ded   ®xlf)ting   h&ng.I.g,
m®&EIlng   and   lodging    f®allltl®..       Th.y   m®1ntaln®d   a   p®z.manont   work
foz`o®      of       ov.I   50   NOA   p®T`.onn®1.       NOA   wa.   abl.   t,a   ue.       the      OCA,
w®ath®r   and   oth®z.   I)®rvlo®z)   that   the   nlllt.I.y   ufl®d,      that   14   unt,1l
the      end   of    the   Kor.®.n   Confllc}t,       In    1954,       th®      mlllt®ry      oloB®d
Sh®mya.    Ag   a   part   of   th.   .hut   down   of   the   lll.nd   th.   ®1rdrom®   w®8
d®aotlvated.       NOA      I.®ellz®d      Eluc)h   a   II&vln8g   by   u41n8   Shonya   ag      a
p®fu®11ng      gtop   that   the   all.lln.   wont   to   the   ®xtrom®      of      l®&glng
t,he    lflland   arid   ®v®n   put.ahaif]1n8   &rid   op®z`eitlrig   th.1z.   own   a.a,A.    and
other.      I.®lat®d     all.dram.   g®rvlo®Iil.      Th.   faclllltle.   on   the      llland
of I lcll®lly   w®r®   known   aB   the   Sh®ny.      Airport.       Unof I lot.lly,      NOA
p®rElonnel   aall®d   the   lgl.nd   Sohmoo.

Ki;/?ial€    ®ui   Cc>F.e  ky

v ,€  it rs=    4.* I,*``  tz..{  gr
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SHEMYA   REBORN

In     Jani.&ry      of      195e,      the   Ale.k.n   Pz`®..      b.o&me      &w&r.      of
oonltruotlon     pl.nfl     fop     a     fl.or..t     balllltlc     mlf)Ill.     d.teotoz`
et®tlon     at     Cl..zi     Al.&k..      Th.   proJ.ot   had   b®.n   kept      ft`om     t,h®
publla   until   oontr.otl   had   b..n  .w&pd.d   .nd   clon4t,ruatlon     wor.k®r.4
war.     b.1ng   hlr.a.      In   ..rily   Jun.195e,      th.   pr®8l   Caught   wind   of
moz-®   I.umoz`8.      Thl4   tlmo   of   &noth.z`   d.t.citop   flit.   on   the   Igland   of
Sh®mya.       Wh®n   Air   For'o.   of£1cil&1-w.a.   pr..god   fop   einewop&.       they
d®olln.d      c]omm®nt      until,      on   th.14   Jun.1958,      th.      Air      Fopa®
of I lol.lly     made   the  .nnouna.nent,     Th.   -up.I...at`.t  -1t.  would  be
vet.y     .1mll.I.     to   th.   on.   .lr..dy   und.z`     oonfitruatlon     et     Cl®&z`.
Eetlm&tod   oo.t   of   the   proJ.ct   w.-250   nllllon   dollaz`fl.   A.   many   ag
GOO     pen     would     b.     r®qulr.d   to   build   th.   3     hugo     ant.rina.     .nd
f]upport      facillltl®e.      Flo.t   ph&..   of   Con-truotlon   would   b®8ln      ln
July   1958.    On   18   Jun.,    th.   I lr.|t   oontlrig®rit   of   work.rl!   w®r®   I lown
to     Sh.my..      Anoth.I.   loo   in.n   w.I..   to   b.   I lo`m   out      th.      !olLowln8
week.      On     5     July      1958,      th.   flp.t   .hlpment     of      .qulpn®nt     and
guppll®I     I.ft     Anchor.g..      Thl.   I lr.t   .hlpm.nt,      worth     ov.I.       2
mllllon       doll.rf).        wall     the     I.I.g.-t     llngl.   lhlpm.nt     to     .v®t`
l®av®   Anahorag®.

The      a®ner&1      Eleatplo   Camp.riy   waf)   th.   pz.1n.   oontr.ctor.      f or
th.   I).rigop   gyflt,.in.      a.E.      would   .I.a   op®z.®t®   th.   .t.tlon   &ft.z`   1t
w.a   oompl.te.      A   aombln®   known   &1   B.E.a.X.       would   actually      build
the   d®t®ctor   flt&tlon.       Soon,       th®    thz.®.   flat-®®n   &nt®TinaB,    ..oh   th.
I)1z®      of      a   dz`1v.   1n   th.at.a   flar®en   war.®   going   up   on   th.      hl8h®f)t
point     on     Sh.nyei.      Th.g.   w..t.rn   f®clr`g   ant,.nn®®     would     pt`ovld.
®az`ly   wapnln8   of   any   nl84Ll®-aomlng   .t   the   U.    S.    fr.on   the   Sovlot
toz`rltorl®..      The      1.laLnd     &1.o   had   two   v.ry      large      t,ropoepherla
communlc.tlone   antenna.   th.t   I.a.d   E..t,   Th.El®   ariter`n&g.   knov\m   a.
th.     Whit.     Allo.     Station,      provld.d   for     .11     of      the     18l®nd'.
cormunlc&tloni   n.®df],

On   23   June   1958,      a.n.I.lord.I   numb.a   35   .ltaLblleh.d   an   Air
Eal®      Squadr.on    (provlllon.I)    .t   Sh.my.   Alrpor.t.      Northwoi]t   OI`1®nt
Alrlln.I]      w.4      .vlat.d      fz`on   the   i-I.nd,      &f)      w&fl      th.      CAA.      The
I.®mlllt®rlz.tlon   of   Sh.ny.   w&Il   und.I.   way.

L11®  on  th.   i.I.nd   ln   th.   I.t.   50.  .nd  ..Ply  60.   wag  .uJt.r..
M.n     w.t.®   lLvlng   ln   bulldlng.   th.t   w®r.   d..18n®d   to   laflt   fot`     th.
dut.atlon     of   th.   war   not   for   th.   dur.tLon.      Th.   y.apfl   of     neglect
h.d   teik®n   th.1r   toll   on   .v.ry   I.olllty   on   th.1.land.      Th.   z`unw&y
z`®qulr®d      zt.4ut`f.olng   and   -hould.I.      I.®palz`      work.       Llk®wlgo,      the
t&xlwayfl      and      I.o&d.      war.   ln   8rofl.   n.®d   of      z`.p.1p.      Ll.vln8      end
woz`klng   f®ollltl..   w.p.   I..ky   .nd   mlld®w.d.      at,   beet,   The   w®.th.t`
h.a     oompl®t.ly     d®.troy.a     n.ny   bulldlrig.     .rid     t`®nd.t`.a     other..
beyond     .aonomlc  r.p.1r.     Th.  pow.I.  .nd  utlllty  .ylt."     w®"     1n
n®®d     of     I.p.1r.      All     of   th.   hang.r.     I.qulr®d     r®hablllt.tlon.
Lit.rally   .v®r`ythlng   had   to   b.   I lx®d.   Th.   1.I.nd   w..   .  hugo   dump.
Abandon.a     maohln®.      of      w&p     w.I.a      laying      .v®pywh.I...      T.n.      of
thoufl.nd-     of   fu.I   oil   dz`um.   .nd   aountl..I   pl.a..     ol     un®xplod®d
oz`dln.no.  w.a.  .a.tt.I.d  .11   ov.z`  th.   1.I.nd.
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Ag      t,ho    lgland   came   b&ak   to    llf.,       a.Cot.dg   oncl®   eL8&1n      began
b®1ng   kept.       On.   report   dait®d    19   July    1958,       glv®g   ®n    ld®®   of    the
ac!tlvltleg      going      on.      Th.     r®por't   lndla.tog      that     all      galvag®
op®rditlonf]   on   th.    1EIl®nd   war.   c]®®.®d.       The      z`epot-t   also    lndlaatog
that      the      a.cone.mln®t,lob   of   Ala®n   Bay   wall   und®t`   w8iy   and   that     a
I lv.      men      ®xplo81ve   ordlnano.   dlf)Poflal    t®eLm   waf)      on      the      if)land
d®.troylng    .11    known   UXOFI.    In   Nov®mb®z.1958,       t,h®    tug   boat   W&ndo,
pllot®d     by   K®lly   Spr.ug.,      w..   towing   B.age   *18   to   Shomya   with   a
full    load   of    dl®El®1    oil.       C&pt.       Spp®ug®   wee   att®mptlng   to      Bllng
ghot   the   baz`8.   into   the   bay   .o   that   th.   bat.g®   would   bo   I ac)1ng   out
to      g®a   wh.n    lt   w.a    tl.a   up.       Copt.       Spz`&u8.   Eluc)El®f]f]fully   ®nt®t`®d
the   bay,      b®1n8   .ur®   to   .void   th.   Sootl®   wr®okag®.      H®   .tarted     .
leo      d®gz.o®   turn   to   Elt.pboard   wh.n   a      North      wind   c&ufl®d   the      tow
rop®g     to     go   gl.ak.      Tug   bo.t   pllotg   r.£.I   to   thltl   oondltlon     a8
being   ln   lronB.    The   wind   aontlnu®d   to   blow   th.   b.rg®.    At   one   tln®
the   bar`ge   w®B   aotu.lly   pu.hlng   the   W®ndo,      n.ar.ly   oapglzlng      h.I..
Th.      tow     I.op.g   w®z`®   Out   end   bat.g®   *    18   of    th.      Crowl.y      Marltlm®
Company   beaoh®d   h.I.®®lt    ln   the   bay.    Th.   dl®®®l   oil   wac   pumped   out
of      th.   barge   and   an   .tt.mpt   to   I.f lo.t   h.I.   w.I   m®d®,      Thl®   I lrgt
&tt.mpt     waB   unBuofl.-Elful.      Then   .   A..vy   .topm  pu.hod      the      bar.8e
®v®n      fel`thor   onto   th.   b®&ah   whet-a   eh.   r®malne   t,a   thl€      day.      The
damage      now      ®ppaz`®nt   on   th.   fltaz`bo&Tld   f!1d®   of    the   barge   w&.      not
caug®d      by   t,h®   b®&c!hlng   ot.   the   .I fort.   to   z`.f loot   h®z..    It      lf)      no
long®zi      known   how   th.   beirg.   w®g   d.€tt`oy.a.       It   lg   lntopeBtlng      to
note      that      b®r8®      *    18   wag   on   h.I.   in.1d.n   voy®g®      wh.n      8h®      wont
aground .
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Rep®1r     work     w.-      lnltl.t,.d   on  Runw.y   .A'      and     only     tho.a
taxlwaya   .ervloln8   Hangar.   Two   through   Flv®.      H.ngap4   One   and   Six
w®p®      not      z`.h®tilllt®t®d.          Hang.z`      One      wag      ug®d      .8      th.      b&&®
motorpool,   Hang.I.      Six     w&.   .b.ndon.d.   Very   .lowly,   men   .nd   Elhopf]
w®z..         moved      into      ri.w   aonc]r.t.      .tz.uotuz`.I.       The   T}®w     oompo-1t®
bulldlng,     (BLiDO   GOO)    wac   d.dlci.I.a   ln   Januar.y    1061.    In      1062,    the
a.nov.tlon   of   Hang&p.   Two   and      Tht.®®   wac   ooinpl®ted   .nd   Dot&ohm®nt,
One      of         th.      Sixth      Str.t®glo      Wing   moved   two   RC-135fl   known      al
Rlv.t   Ambot`   and   Rlv.I   8.11   to   the   1&l&nd.      Th.r®   w&.   v.ry      llttl®
•ffort   put   lnt,o   d.mollehlng   th.   old   WW   11   bulldlngfl.      Th.   w®&th.p
w&e      doing   `®   good   Job   of    that      without   help   fz.om   the   Air      Fopa®.
Th®r®   w®I   on.   not&bl.   .xc®pt,lob   to   thl.   polloy.      On   4   July      1964.
the       if)land     h.d     lt'.     blgg..t,       .v.a     bonf lr.     when     th.     fir.
d®paz.tm®rit,     .et   I lt`.   to   th.   dane.z`ouEIly     dllapld.t.d   Hangar      Six.
Th.   new  baa®   chap.I   w®-oompl.ted   ln   1969.    1969   wee   al.o   th.   y®®z`
that   the   6th   Stp.t   wing   iluf I.I.d   fz`om  two   all.or.ft   .aclLd.nt..      In
Jam      1900,      an     RC-13B     known     ..   Rlv.t     8.11   hydropl&n®d   of I   th.
end   of   t,h.   runway.        The     alz`cr..I t   w.ai   d.I)troy.d   tiut   th.I..   w..   no
logs   of    llf®.       In   Jun.1969,    &noth®p   RC-135   known   ei.   Rlv.I      Amber.
I®f t      Sh®my&,       with   .   full   c}z`.w,      n.v.I   to   b.      I)®®n      &geln.       1978
nat`k.d     the   y®®r   that   the   Bag.   Flo.   I).partm®nt   moved   out   ol      1t'fl
WW   11    bulldlng,



_  The   t/reck   of   the   Rivet   Ba]1    Jan   1969



Another   view   of   the   Ball
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RECENT   HISTORY

H.rdly     .   foot   of   Sh®my®'.   topography   h®.   r.in.1n®d   unchanged.
Qu®r`rle8      h.v.   c}han8®d   th.   f®a®   of    the   North   Cllf fg.       L®k®.      have
been      dr®1ned   or   or..ted   ..   f`o&df)   end   taxlwaLyf)   alt®r®d   wet,®r.      run
of i   peitt®rns.    The   tundra   ®tlll   h®®   georeg   of   I.®v®nt,montB    for.   both
cilrc]raft      and   bulldlngg.      Moat   ot    th.   WW   11   bulldln8El      .nd      other
fdiollltlofl      have   been   p.fnov®d   or   aompl.t®ly   I.®cl&1ned   by      a.atut`o.
Today,      a   mag.1ve   cl®®n   up   lE   under   way.    All   ot    the    .h.®vy   m®t.I.
Junk      ]uc)h   ag   truck   aha..1.   .nd   boll®r..      eta,      hav.   b®®n      I-®mov®d
from     the      llland.      All      of    th.   WW   11   alrcr®f t   wl`®ak.      h.v.      b®®n
burlod   ln   the   1gland'g   land   fill.      All   but   one   of   the   37   MM     gun.
are      gone.       Gr.®dln8   ®qulpm®nt   lfl   I lllln8   ln   I..v®ntm®rlt-and   other
8aar.g   put,1n   the   tundr.a.    Thor.1g   .   bay   Ju®t   eagt   of   Skoot'g   Cove
that   a.I.a   called   Barrel   Bay.      The   b.y   waLa   compl.t®ly   fill.a   with
thouf]andfl      ol      55   gallon   oil   dt-.umfl.      Today,      th.   dt`umg   hav.      b..n
p®moved   and
the   bay   hag   b®®n   return.d   to   lt'g   natural   condltlon,      don.1.   the
cllf f   wh®r®   all   good   gray   .t..I   .wlv.I   ch.lr..   wont   to   dl..

In     Januaz.y     of    1977,      an   .arthquak®     help.d     to     return      the
1EJl®nd      back   to    lt'g   pro   WW   11    conf l8ur.atlon.       A   teixlway   u8od      to
aonnoot     Runway      .A.   with   the    -E.    .a.   complex.      Thlg   taxlway     r.n
dovm      t,he     hill   along   the   extended   cent.rlln®   of   th.     big     bomber
runway.    A   lat`g®   I lil   wag   z`.qulzl.a   to   bz.1dg®   a   natur.I   canyon.    The
1977   quake   c&uged   a   f l48up®   to   open   und.I.   thle   I ill   and   thl`ough   a
lake     at   the   head   of   tb®   a®nyon.      The   welter   from  the   lak.     ru.had
through      t,hl®      f lggur`®      and      br.®ached      the      f lil      8upportln8      t,he
taxlway.       The      wat®TI      then   Completely   d®gtz-oy®d   the      bage      4ewa8®
tr.oatm®nt   plant,   aLnd   than   wdLgh®d   .   lot   of   heavy   in.t®l   Junk   out   out,
to   g®a.    A   vertlc!al   ghlf t,   caugod   by   thl8   fault,   now  gcarg   both   of
the      i lght®r      runwayg.      Oori®   ®ro   the   old      a,E.      mlggll®      detector
antonnael,      I.eplaaod   now  by   a   newer,      gmall®r    ,    mol`e   gophlgtlaatod
91n8l®      ®ntonn..      Oon.   .r.   th.   White   Alto.   ant,.nngL8,      whlc}h      h.v®
have   boon   repl®cod   by   a   Jmall      uno.IIumlng   g®tolllto   dlgh.    Oon®   18
th.   wz.®ck   ot   th.   Scotla.      don.11   th.   wl..ck   of   th.   Rlv®t   Ball.   On
4   July    1978,       th.    flr®   d.pdiz`tm®nt   z`az®d      Hangar.      One.       Oon®      gilgo
1g    .Boozer-,    Booz.r   wag   a   I.®cov®rlng      ®loohollo      German      Sh®ph®rd
whose   Jot)   1t,   wag   to   guard   the   Chow   hall,    When      Eoozor   died,    on   31
Doc    1969,       ho   w®®   glv®n   .   full   blown   mllltary   fun®ral.    Boozer   w®g
laid      to   I.oft   und®z`   a   c®n®nt      h®edElton®   noer   the      b&g®      flagpole.
Even      t,hla      greiv®   gtone    1&    gone    (18   nothing   4aar®d   ?).       That.a      1.
still   a   bronze     plaque     on   bulldlng     COO,      halllng   Boozer   ag      th.
groatogt,      nop&le   f&otor   on   Sh.ny&   .1nc!e   World   W&p   11.       Oth.r   lot)I
famoug      dog-of   th.   lgland   were   .Duk..    from  the   £1re     department,
and         .Penny.    and       .Doz®r.    fromO.I.         On    15   Man    1981,       the   Sixth
loBt   another   r®aonnalg8ano®   .1rc]raf t„      thla   tlmo   with   the   lofl.   of
91x   m®n.      Ag®1n,      th.   w.aith®r   wag   .   in.Jot   contrlbutlng   factor      ln
the      accident.         Hanger      Flv.      wafl   abandori®d   ln   1986.      The      Sixth
Stz.&t.       Wing      h&.      moved   out,   of    old   H&ng&r.      Two   and      Thz`e®.       The
Sixth      now     op®z.at.g      out   of    two   brand      n.w     conar®t®      and      .t®®1
h.ng.I..     Th...     n.w    h.ngar.     .r®   1mprop.Ply     numb.red     Six     .nd
Seven ,
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I



}i'reck   of   tlie   Rivet   Ball    circa    1975
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l/nidenti.f ied  wreck   parts   riear  rur`ways   8   and  C
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SHEMYA'S    FUTURE

Shomya'®        8®ogr.phla      loo.tlon      rii®k®g      lt         lmpor.tent         for
polltloaLl   roaLgon..       It   hal   -.rv®d   aB   an   ®®rly   w®rnln8   glt®   ar`d   aL8
an      lnt.Ills.nc.   goth.I.1ng   .it.   for   d®cado®.      With   the   advent     of
mllltary     let.lllt..,      on.   wonder.I   how  much   long.I   Sh®ny®   will   b®
n®odod      by      the      mllltar.y.       On.   thing   1g      gur®.       The      wlndg      will
continue   to   blow  aoro®g   th.   tundr.a   long   aif tor.   the   lagt   man   l®avog
Sh®my®.      Th.   w®at,her,      clr.®plng   tundr.,      .nd   th.   .hlftln8      ground
will      not   taLk®   long   to   .I.g®   the   la.t   bootprlntg   from   the      1Bland
and     .llow     the     v.rl.a   wlldllf.   of   the  Al®utl.n®   to     I.t.k.     the
1®land.      Thor.1-on.   oth.r   pod.1bl.   .ndlng   to   thlg   .tory.      Thor.
wag,     .t   one   tim.,   .  gacr.a   tradltlon   on   th.1gland   that  go®m   to
h®v.      gone      th.   w.y   of   Boozer   .nd   Hangar.   Six.      It   uged     to     b®     a
r®qulr.ment      that   .v.ryon.   1®aLvln8   th.   i-1aLnd   h.a   to   have   a   ®ton®
1n     hl.   poak.t.      Th.   th.ory   b.1n8   th.t   lf   .riou8h   a.I.I     cam.     and
loft   t,he   lgland   that   the   llland   would   .om®   day   Just   dlgapp®ar..

Thlg      then   1.   th.   Itory   of   the   I.1®     of      Shonya     ln   th.     So®
of    B.T.1ng,


